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dents of his short life, and has painted his character with consummate 
skill. Of Winthrop's early life we are told but little ; but this little 
shows him to have been a person of wide and various culture, and of 
strong convictions. When the rebellion broke out, he did not hesitate 
for a moment between two opinions, but immediately joined one of the 
first regiments that hastened to the defence of the government. Shortly 
afterward he accepted an appointment on the military staff of Major- 
General Butler, and accompanied that officer to Fortress Monroe. In 
this capacity he gained the affection of every one with whom he was 
brought in contact, and a useful and brilliant career seemed to be open- 
ing before him ; but the hopes of his friends and his own aspirations 
were disappointed by his early death on the battle-field, in the unfortu- 
nate expedition against Great Bethel, before he was thirty-three years 
old. Among the manuscripts left by him were several short stories, and 
some more elaborate works, including the novel under notice. 

" Cecil Dreeme " is to be regarded as a study, rather than as a per- 
fected work of art, and is chiefly remarkable for its wonderful promise. 
No one can read it without feeling that its author was no common man, 
and that, if his life had been spared to prosecute his literary labors, he 
would have risen to a foremost place in this department of letters. His 
style is singularly condensed and animated, and his short, crisp sen- 
tences everywhere exhibit the hand of a master in the art of prose com- 
position. His descriptions, though often conveyed in the fewest words 
possible, are so vivid and exact, that no one who has ever seen the places 
where the plot is laid, can fail to recognize them. His characters are 
drawn with a steady hand, and are always lifelike ; and we know few 
personages in fictitious literature more powerfully delineated than Dens- 
deth, whose malign influence overshadows the whole story. The plot 
is carefully elaborated, and its issue is admirably concealed to the very 
end. At the same time there are a few artistic defects, which show 
that Winthrop had not quite reached the perfection of his art. These 
defects he would doubtless have avoided with longer practice, as they 
are precisely such as we might expect to find in the works of any 
writer before he had learned how to husband his resources. 



11. — Songs in Many Keys. By Oliver Wendell Holmes. Bos- 
ton : Ticknor and Fields. 1862. 16mo. pp.308. 

Dr. Holmes's Muse has not been idle during the thirteen or four- 
teen years which have elapsed since the publication of the second col- 
lected edition of his poems ; and in ihe volume before us we have the 
gathered fruits of this period. The longest poem in the collection is a 
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simple and charming ballad, founded on certain incidents in the life 
of Sir Harry Frankland, whose mansion at Hopkinton, in this State, 
was standing a few years ago, almost a solitary memorial of his resi- 
dence in America. This poem is marked by great tenderness and 
beauty, and shows how admirably Dr. Holmes might have succeeded if 
he had attempted a still more elaborate version of the story. The rest 
of the volume is made up of miscellaneous poems written between 1849 
and 1861, and composed in "many keys." As a whole, they exhibit 
the same characteristics as his earlier poems, and among them are some 
of the best productions of his versatile pen, such as " The Deacon's 
Masterpiece," " The Chambered Nautilus," " Latter-Day Warnings," 
and his various Class Songs. In nearly all we find the same brilliant 
wit, the same genial humor, or the same tender pathos, set in the same 
easy and graceful versification, which gave so wide a popularity to the 
earlier collection. No humorous poet, if we except Thomas Hood, has 
known so well how to unite the keenest wit with the deepest pathos ; 
and it is a chief merit both of his earlier and his later poems that, while 
he has a power of satire which few writers in our language have sur- 
passed, he has never made it an instrument of personal or party spite. 
So far as we remember, there is not an ill-natured line in either volume, 
not even in those pieces in which the writer most strongly ridicules 
some fashionable folly, or exposes some new form of pretentious igno- 
rance. A sterling good-sense and a kindly temper are at the very root 
of his character as a poet, but with them are united a delicacy of fancy 
and a skill of versification which are rarely found in poets of this class. „ 
His later poems, in general, have a less exuberant mirthfulness than 
was seen in his earlier productions ; but they show a steady growth in 
poetical power. His "Army Hymn," and indeed most of the pieces 
inspired by the events of the last year, will take rank with the best 
productions of the kind in the English language. 



12. — Tales of a Grandfather. History of Scotland. By Sir Walter 
Scott, Bart. With Notes. Boston : Ticknor and Fields. 1861. 
6 vols. 16mo. 

Few men of letters have achieved a high reputation in so many 
different departments of literary endeavor as Sir Walter Scott. He 
would have been universally recognized as a great poet, if the fame 
which he acquired by " Marmion " and " The Lady of the Lake " had 
not been eclipsed by his subsequent triumphs as a novelist ; and if we 
except his " Life of Napoleon," which is utterly unworthy of his powers, 
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